Kenntore on Loch-Tay

By Archie Mackenzie

he sixth largest loch in Scotland, about 14
miles long and averaging a mile in width, Loch
Tay lies at the heart of Breadalbane, with Ben
Lawers dominating its north shore. At the head
of Loch Tay and beside the Falls of Dochart, lies Killin,
a sizeable but pretty village which is very much a tourist
destination. Among its attractions are the eight healing
stones of St Fillan, an eighth century Irish missionary.
When you enter the area, and the village, you are very
much in the country of the Clan Macnab. Close to the
village is Kinnell House, once the seat of the Macnab
chiefs, and where there is a circle of ancient standing
stones. Adjoining the west end of the small mansion is
the famous Black Hamburg Vine brought from Auchlyne
in 1832.
The clan’s burial place is on an island amidst the lower
falls. Waterfalls evidently appealed to the Macnabs as
Sir Alan Macnab, a 19" century head of the clan was
responsible foravenging an American raid into Canadian
territory by ‘sending the rebel steamer Caroline in flames
over the Niagara Falls!
To the north of the village lie the ruins of the Campbell
of Breadalbane stronghold Finlarig Castle, with its
associated chapel.
At the east end of the loch is Aberfeldy, which lies on
the right bank of the River Tay, about six miles from
the loch. Its Taybridge on the road to Tummel Bridge
is often considered to be General George Wade's finest.
A beautiful structure still used by modern traffic, it was
part of a network of military roads put in place following
the Jacobite Uprising of 1715.
A bustling small market town, it owes much of its
growth to the first bridging of the river here in 1733.
The Square is at the heart of the town, with Aberfeldy
spilling out from there in various directions. Today,
the most striking, and for many, the most interesting
industrial heritage revolves around distilling. Distilleries
were set up on the outskirts of Aberfeldy, along the Tay
valley at Grandtully. The distillery there survived until
1909. Aberfeldy’s own distillery, Pittiely, closed in 1867
and was replaced in 1896 by Aberfeldy Distillery, which
uses the same water supply which comes from the hills.
Expanded in the 1960s and 1970s, Aberfeldy Distillery
is now the vibrant, productive and bustling home to
Dewar’s World of Whisky.
‘The town also includes a memorial to the Black Watch,
an 18 hole golf course, shops, restaurants, art galleries
and antique shops.
Aberfeldy, Loch Tay and its surrounding villages
are indeed worth visiting, with Perthshire’s highest
mountain, the Highlands’ longest, loneliest and loveliest
glen and of course Scotland’s longest river - the Tay.



