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Look closer to home for a holiday property with
long-term potential, writes Kirsty McLuckie

not an indulgent luxury, for the use

of family and friends. It’'s a consid-
ered investment which they themselves
may use rarely or never, but which brings
in enough income over expenditure to
act as a savings or pension plan. Such
investments abroad, in particular in
erstwhile hotspots such as the Spanish
costas or Florida and Orlando, have taken
a huge knock in value and rentability
recently, and the exchange rate for the
pound makes such holiday homes even
less tempting. So should British investors
think about taking advantage of the
growing trend in Britain to wvacation
at home?

A newly launched scheme at the Mains
of Taymouth country estate at Kenmore is
aimed squarely at the investor who would
also like to make use of their holiday
home and the company says that the deal
is proving popular with UK buyers,
despite the economic climate.

Robin Menzies, owner of Mains of
Taymouth, believes that holidaying at
home in Britain is a growing trend. Hav-
ing run a very successful holiday park
with letting cottages here for 35 years, he
says the decision to extend that into buy-
to-let and fractional ownership with the
building of more homes on the estate isa
long-term project, not one influenced by
the short-term economic climate.

“It may have seemed like very bad
timing to launch when we did,” says
Menzies. “We already have a great busi-
ness with an award-winning estate of
lettings properties so why take on this
risk? At the time, however, we were confi-
dent that there was a definite market, as
over the past few years this whole area has
really taken off.”

Menzies says that as with all property-
buying decisions, location is key to the
successful holiday home purchase.

For many people, a holiday home is

“People have been coming back to the
Highland Perthshire area many timesand
were starting to want to buy their own
property. Yes, it’s true at the moment that
many people are choosing to holiday in

A property at Mains of Taymouth country estate, above; horseriding is one of the
activities available in the area, right; interior views of the accommodation, below

Britain because of the current economic
situation — and this is borne out by our
current bookings for the year ahead — but
regardless of this, Highland Perthshire
hasaloyal following and people chooseto
come here over going abroad and I can’t
see that changing.”

Certainly the area around Kenmore is
well set up for holidaymakers and attracts
international visitors, as well as people
from all over the UK. The focus around
these parts is on upmarket tourism and
Mains of Taymouth has tapped into the
market for the well-heeled family who
wantan active holiday. Theiraim nowisto
provide a range of options for both in-
vestors and holidaymakers.

The development is situated on the
banks of the Tay, five miles from Aber-
feldy and a couple of minutes’ walk from
Loch Tay and the village of Kenmore, with
its historic, picturesque bridge. The loch
is the focus of activities available here,

with canoeing, sailing, i i and
fishingall available within the immediate
area, but hill walking, riding and moun-
tain biking being popular with visitors
as well.

Onsiteisashopanddeliselling farmer’s
market-style local produce, as well as day-
to-day groceries. There’s a bar and restau-
rant adjoining the shop and a new swim-
ming pool and leisure centre is due for
completion next year, situated adjacent to
the existing golf course.

There are several types of property on
the 120-acre site, but the estate takes pride
in making each “architecturally excep-
tional”. The origi farm buildings were
beautifully and spectacularly converted
into rental cottages ranging in size from
thesingle bedroom Bell Tower to the four-
bedroom, three-bathroom Granary
Court. Each unique property isset around
a pretty courtyard with high-quality fit-
tings and fixtures, such as conies and
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