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Gemma Fraser goes  Gifiends wanting an

hunting for deer  on'e” g ok g, g e
and hare but finds  Ficumeegee waiks s nane justa fow
thehottuband o poi g ma e o
champagne more s aiso ideally located for watersports

enthusiasts, with cruisers, rowing
to her taste bouts,canoesand kayak ll vaible
r hire.
ATCHING the sun go  On arrival, we are ed with
down, champagne in hand, a warm welcome by fri staff
limnmnodning but  at the main reception, who make it
the sound of the birds and the h clear are happy to help with all
notic whir of the hot tub, I wish estate- mlﬂ, as well as
Ak around e s rlliog i, G T Ul ke e ety g 220 M o e for e b SRS Iy o,
stunning views adding to the perfect ~ Our weekend retreat is the fantas- of fri ing a total of noon. Z . :
moment we are in. ﬁ luxurious Granary Court, a Wmmmwm e ’“‘”d‘l comfortably in the - :
It feels like we are a million miles cottage in the estate’s more than most -style Land Rover, we are given - M Highland Safaris vwws .
away from the stresses of everyday quaint and character-laden court- mmﬂmﬁﬁmﬁnh an insightful description of the coun-  highlandsafaris.net 01887~ - we rise carly, keen to make the most
life. yard. the hot tub and crack open the bub- n‘ysidem?weuave!‘onsa&n"tonm 22'?107ltofbook. ofm;brenk. g s
Kitted highest standard celebunt Highland location. ains of Taymouth prices 1 have booked myself in for a riding
mtﬁﬁmwﬁmmth?uml: Gmmﬁw;ﬂww i':yw BRI s The views are breathtaking, and start from £200 for a one- lesson. Having never been on a horse
best part of this is that it's on our very  in 2009, blends fantastic 21st %m‘.'m despite the blustering wind at 3000ft, night stay in a Maxwell villa, since I was a child, | have a certain
own doorstep. mmmmmmm location with &5 shundence of out- we get out to take in this awesome £250 for a one-night stay in a amount of trepidation, but that is im-
The Mains of Taymouth country was once the home farm to Taymouth door activities on offer. scenery and nature that we very rare-  two-bed Maxwell or Gallops mediately banished on my arrival at
estate is a perfect blend of luxury, Castle. It really is We opt to take in a bit of scen- ly get the chance to be so close to. with prices from £700 for one the stables, just a stone’s throw from
relaxation and as little or as much  The open staircase leads down to ery through an organised tour with good days, our safari ranger week stays. All Mains cottage  the courtyard.
ivity as you desire in Highland the kind of kitchen you see only in Safaris, a short drive from tells us, you can be lucky enough to  properties are available for a The stable talks me
mjm magazines, and then out into a siz- estate, see red deer running round in front of MMmlsemIﬁght booking thm:gh&atmm ;céd?bell;su}.ﬁ
The 120-acre estate of four and able private garden, which boasts the A bustling hive of activity and Land your very eyes, but on today’s trip we - during July ugust. Short gene rough =
five-star self-catering cottages, hous-  hidden gems of the property - the hot Rovers, we embark on a deer feeding can only just about see a stag through breaks are available outwith woodland, along the banks of Loch
es, villas and apartments is an ideal tub and sauna. After a tour round the ~experience awaiting our chariot binoculars. ] these summer months. The Tay. 2L = 2]

But we do witness a particularly Smiddy is priced from £970 It’s a fantastically energising expe-
fearless mountain hare on the hunt for a one-week stay. Visit rience, and the competence and con-
for food and seemingly oblivious to  www.taymouth.co.uk for the fidence of the stable manager, who is
the three pairs of eyes following its  latest special offers, availability in front of me on her own horse, rubs
every move. and current prices or call the off on me as I too start to feel com-

We are then treated to a visit to a  Mains of Taymouth Country fortable on my horse.
bothy, acquired by Highland Safaris Estate on 01887-830226 to She even gives me a quick lesson in
as an added bonus for its tourists, but  book accommodation. how to canter then leaves me to put
which is left open for hill-walkers to : - my new skills into practice - which
oy o is thoroughly invi and high-

I's a fantastic livde snug, with a lights why the stables at Mains of
fire and blankets to warm us up on Taymouth are so both with
this particularly chilly and windy day. guests and locals

And element After my riding lesson we spend
up our cockles is the little nip of whis- the day walking round the grounds
ky our ranger has brought for us - a of the estate, wandering the
ple in this traditional Highland set- aleisul\#y in the whilst

“’m’“wm,mm?mm&ﬁ YOUR GUIDE Senkin b i ow iy o stis
rehxin&omaa;dnmhgﬁm, The Evening News reader holiday We retire back to Granary Court

so chilled out it's hard to keep our service offers a range of holidays gwa

eyes open. to suit all tastes and budgets. For one last time, relaxed

After a peaceful sleep - it's amaz- a brochure call: . and feeling stress-free after our short
ing what country air, no traffic noise retreat, and start planning our next
and complete darkness can do for you m visit.



