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Around Scotland

The Scottish
Fiddle Orchestra

Simpson’s

Coach Holidays

Simpson’s Coaches celebrated 25 years in business in 201727

A local and
family owned
company;
Simpson'’s
Coaches pride
themselves on
providing coach
holidays with a

The popular
coach holidays
offer a wide
range of
destinations both
continental and
within the UK.
This year they
have included

As always they
strive to ensure

the best value for
money possible,

a contributing
factor in their
popularity.
Give Simpson's

MUSIC HALL,
ABERDEEN
SATURDAY

20™ APRIL 2013

Fresh from its tour
of China, Scotland'’s
top fiddle orchestra
promises a feast

of Scottish music.
From lively

jigs and reels

to Strathspeys,
hauntingly
beautiful slow airs
and Scottish songs.
A set of Chinese
music will also

be included in the

programme.

performers.

The SFO will be
joined by members
of the Bucksburn
Junior Novice
Band Pipe Band,
outstanding
internationally
acclaimed young
soprano Arlene
Rolph, making her
first appearance
with the SFO,
audience favourite
Dennis Haggerty,
tenor, and young
dancers from the
Myra Shuttleworth
School of Dance

in Castle Douglas.

The Scottish Fiddle Orchestra promises a spectacular event with over 80 performers

BBC's Beechgrove ~ Come along, and Edinburgh,
Garden, with his you will discover Usher Hall,
unique sense why people are 15t June 2013

of humour, and attracted to return

conducted by acain and again Glasgow,

Blair Parham. g gain. GRCH,

The SFO has Concerts include: 14 September
delighted Aberdeen, 2013

audiences inthe UK Music Hall,

and internationally.  20% April 2013 www.sfo.org.uk

SCOTTISH
FIDDLE

ORCHESTRA
in CONCERT

Conductor: Blair Parham

Lynn Kernan
headed for a
luxury break in
beautiful

Perthshire

cotland really has

some of the most

stunning scenery

in the world. When
you drive into Kenmore,
with the expanse of Loch
Tay stretching out before
you, it’s easy to see why
thousands of people flock
to this country every year
for their holidays.

‘We were lucky enough to
be staying at the Mains of
Taymouth, which is a short
drive away through the vil-
lage, and which was orig-
inally the home farm to
Taymouth Castle.

The complex comprises a
cluster of luxury self-cater-
ing cottages, lodges and
houses, some new and
some historic buildings
which have been reno-
vated.

My boyfriend and I had
the extremely spacious
Granary Court for the
weekend, a property which
manages to be cosy and
luxurious at the same
time.

You enter the lodge,
which sleeps eight, straight
into the main sitting area
with huge comfy sofas and
a wood-burning stove. A
number of bedrooms lead
off on one side while a bal-
cony off the living area
overlooks a fabulous din-
ing-kitchen.

Underfloor heating on
the slate tiles gives a real
feeling of warmth and for
anyone who enjoys cook-
ing, the kitchen is an abso-
lute dream, with a huge
oven and countless hobs.

Our room, one of the
first-floor bedrooms, led
out on to awooden balcony,
perfect for soaking up the
sunshine in warmer
months.

The back garden boasts
the most luxurious asset of
this property - an outdoor
sauna and hot tub.

Immediately on arriving,
I opened a bottle of wine,
from the onsite deli-

Action-packed or relaxed,
the choice is yours

Beautiful Loch Tay

catessen, and slipped into
one of the provided fluffy
dressing gowns.

As if that wasn’t enough
luxury, I had booked a
manicure and pedicure
from Bespoke Beauty, a
mobile salon service which
visits the properties at Tay-
mouth.

I was thoroughly pam-
pered by therapist Liz while
my other half busied him-
self with the terribly manly
pursuit of stoking the fire.

The following day, we
headed for nearby Aber-
feldy for a tour of Dewar’s
‘World of Whisky.

I have never had much of
an interest in the Scottish
tipple and was unsure what
was in store, but the visitor’s
centre and guided jaunt

around the working whisky
factory was fantastic.

The experience starts
with a short video on the
history of Dewar’s then
goes on to the interactive
visitor’s centre where there
are interesting snippets of
history as well as quizzes
and games to take part in.

We then headed to the
bar for a wee dram before
an extremely knowledge-
able guide, whose dad
worked in the distillery,
took us on a tour. For an
extra treat, the VIP version
of the tour allows guests to
taste whisky straight from
the cask and even bottle
their own 18-year-old sin-
gle malt.

I would recommend De-
war’s as a trip for anyone -

no matter what their inter-
est in the country’s most
celebrated drink.

In the afternoon, we
headed off on a safari with
a difference. There were no
elephants or tigers on this
trip into the wild, but there
were some spectacular
views.

Highland Safari organ-
ises a range of adventures
in the stunning Perthshire
countryside. We, along
with another couple, were
taken into the hills in a 4x4:
by a Kilted tour guide who
knew everything there is to
know about the area.

Heading high up into the
mountains, we stopped on
occasion as the driver
pointed out herds of deer or
a mountain hare.

And right at the summit
we had a spectacular view
over the surrounding,
snow-covered peaks as well
as a coffee, a dram and a
piece of shortbread in a
mountain bothy. The trip
was really special, a proper
glimpse of the wild that
surrounds us in Scotland,
and great fun to boot.

Back at Taymouth, the
fire was roaring at the on-
site Courtyard restaurant
where we were heading for
dinner.

With an easy, relaxed at-
mosphere and cosy food on
the menu - like the deli-
cious lamb hotpot special 1
ordered - this is the perfect
place to chill out after a day
trekking in the country-
side.

Bellies full, we headed
back to our luxurious lodge
for a glass of wine and a
cosy in front of the fire.

‘Whether you want an ac-
tion-packed trip or a re-
laxed weekend away, the
Mains of Taymouth at
beautiful Kenmore is the
perfect location.

M Log on to
www.taymouth.co.uk for
more details and special
offers. You can find out
more about Highland
Safaris on
www.highlandsafaris.net
and about Dewar's at
www.dewars.com
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